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TRUDEAU'S LIBERALS? ONE YEAR LATER CANADA 
WOULD DO IT AGAIN.   
 
By Bruce Anderson & David Coletto 
 
On the one-year anniversary of the election of the Trudeau government, Canadians continue 
to show little remorse about the change that their ballots brought about, and instead indicate 
that they would choose the Liberals again if an election were held tomorrow. 
 
Our latest numbers show: 
 
 Across the country, 45% would vote Liberal (5 points better than their outcome last 

October), 28% would vote Conservative (down 4), and 14% would vote NDP (down 6). 
 

 In Ontario, where the Liberals won 80 of 121 seats, they claim 48% support, compared to 
30% for the Conservatives and 15% for the NDP.  The Liberal result is 3 points better than 
their result last year. 

 
 In Quebec, where the Liberals won 40 of 78 seats, the Liberals enjoy 47% support, 

compared to 20% for the BQ. The Conservatives and the NDP are tied at 13%, an 
extraordinary decline for the NDP, which only last September was polling near 50% in the 
province.  The Liberals are 11 points ahead of their result last October 19th. 

 
 In BC, where the Liberals claimed 17 of 42 seats, they also lead with 47% support, 

compared to 25% for the Conservatives and 17% for the NDP.  The Liberals are polling 12 
points higher than their election day result. 

 
 In Atlantic Canada, where the Liberals swept all 32 seats with 59% of the vote, they lead 

with 62% support, 48 points more than either the Conservatives (14%) or the NDP (14%). 
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THE UPSHOT 

 
According to Bruce Anderson: “The two main opposition parties lack leaders at the moment, 
and that is something worth taking into account when looking at these numbers.   
 
Still, people are able to evaluate the government and the performance of Mr. Trudeau, and 
these results speak to a general level of broad satisfaction with the direction that is being set. 
The Trudeau government has faced a number of tests, including a budget, federal/provincial 
pressures around energy and health care, the introduction of 25,000 Syrian refugees into 
Canada, a shift in our role in the fight against ISIS, to name just a few. So far, most voters have 
observed that Mr. Trudeau seems up to the job and his government is holding onto a pretty 
solid level of support, despite an economy which can hardly be described as a helping wind.” 
 
According to David Coletto: “One year out from their win, the Liberals have not only kept 
most of their support from that election but have expanded it in most regions of the country.   
 
For the opposition parties, these results are sobering but also instructive.  If I’m the 
Conservatives, I’m asking myself how can the party better appeal to women and younger 
voters since the party trails the Liberals by 23 points among women and 25 points among 
those aged 45 and under. 
 
If I’m the NDP, I’m wondering whether I focus on rebuilding support in Quebec (down to 14% 
support) or look to other regions with a longer history of supporting the NDP like BC. 
 
These results are not predictive of what will happen three years from now, but do provide 
some insight into which voter groups Mr. Trudeau’s opponents will need to focus if they hope 
to defeat him in 2019.” 
 
METHODOLOGY 

Our survey was conducted online with 1,498 Canadians aged 18 and over from October 7 to 
12, 2016. A random sample of panelists was invited to complete the survey from a large 
representative panel of over 500,000 Canadians.  
 
The Marketing Research and Intelligence Association policy limits statements about margins of 
sampling error for most online surveys.   The margin of error for a comparable probability-based 
random sample of 1,498 is +/- 2.6%, 19 times out of 20.   
  
The data were weighted according to census data to ensure that the sample matched Canada's 
population according to age, gender, educational attainment, and region. Totals may not add 
up to 100 due to rounding.  
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ABACUS DATA INC. 
 
We offer global research capacity with a strong focus on customer service, attention to detail 
and value-added insight.  Our team combines the experience of our Chairman Bruce 
Anderson, one of Canada’s leading research executives for two decades, with the energy, 
creativity and research expertise of CEO David Coletto, Ph.D.  
 
For more information, visit our website at http://www.abacusdata.ca/ 
 
  

http://www.abacusdata.ca/


 

 6 

Release 
 

DETAILED TABLES 
 
If a federal election were held tomorrow, which one of the following parties would you vote 
for in your constituency? 
 

Row % LPC CPC NDP GPC BQ Other Undecided Raw Weighted 

Region 

Canada 36%         23%         12%         5%         4%         1%         19%         1498        1484         
BC 37%         20%         13%         8%         0%         1%         22%         308         190         
AB 14% ↓ 55% ↑ 7%         3%         0%         2%         19%         253         142         

MB/SK 24%         30%         16%         4%         0%         3%         23%         105         95         
ON 40%         24%         12%         5%         0% ↓ 1%         18%         486         566         
QC 39%         11% ↓ 11%         6%         16% ↑ 0%         16%         234         376         
ATL 43%         10% ↓ 10%         4%         0%         3%         30% ↑ 112         116         

Gender 
Male 36%         26% ↑ 11%         5%         4%         2%         17%         722         721         

Female 37%         19% ↓ 13%         5%         5%         1%         22%         776         763         

Age 

18 - 29 40%         18%         11%         9% ↑ 4%         1%         17%         268         291         
30 - 44 36%         18%         13%         6%         5%         1%         21%         463         413         
45 - 59 36%         27%         9%         3%         4%         1%         20%         419         431         

60 and over 34%         27%         13%         3%         4%         1%         18%         348         349         

Education 

High school 27% ↓ 21%         12%         7%         8% ↑ 2%         23%         302         473         
Some 

college 
38%         24%         12%         4%         3%         1%         18%         564         559         

University 43% ↑ 22%         11%         5%         2%         1%         16%         632         452         
Column n 537         384         171         71         35         18         282           
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Committed Voters Only 

Row % LPC CPC NDP GPC BQ Other Raw Weighted 

Region 

Canada 45%         28%         14%         6%         5%         1%         1216         1199         
BC 47%         25%         17%         10%         0%         1%         242         148         
AB 18% ↓ 68% ↑ 8%         3%         0%         2%         208         115         

MB/SK 32%         39%         21%         5%         0%         4%         81         73         
ON 48%         30%         15%         6%         0% ↓ 1%         407         467         
QC 47%         13% ↓ 13%         7%         20% ↑ 0%         198         316         
ATL 62% ↑ 14% ↓ 14%         5%         0%         4%         80         81         

Gender 
Male 43%         31%         13%         6%         4%         2%         609         602         

Female 47%         25%         16%         6%         6%         1%         607         598         

Age 

18 - 29 49%         21%         14%         11% ↑ 5%         1%         222         241         
30 - 44 45%         23%         17%         7%         6%         2%         365         326         
45 - 59 45%         33%         12%         4%         5%         2%         342         346         

60 and over 41%         33%         16%         4%         5%         1%         287         286         

Education 

High school 35% ↓ 27%         16%         9%         11% ↑ 2%         229         363         
Some 

college 
47%         30%         15%         5%         3%         1%         456         456         

University 52% ↑ 26%         13%         6%         2% ↓ 1%         531         380         
Column n 537         384         171         71         35         18           

 


