ABACUSI

100 Sparks St., Suite 1090
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1P 5B7

Toll free: 1-888-757-1119

Federal Tories and Liberals in a Dead Heat

abacusdata.ca

By Bruce Anderson & David Coletto

For interviews, or to find out about our services, please contact Bruce Anderson at
banderson@abacusdata.ca (613-882-0929) or CEO David Coletto at david@abacusdata.ca (613-
232-2806)

Our latest nationwide study of political opinion looked at headline data as well as some probing
about the different leaders. This release focuses on the main tracking questions, with the rest to
be released in the next few days.

Voting Intention and Mood

We find a dead heat nationally with the Conservatives at 33%, the Liberals at 32% the NDP at
24%. In BC, the Conservatives have a narrow lead over the Liberals and the NDP. In Ontario, the
Liberals and the Conservatives are neck and neck. In Quebec, the NDP enjoys a modest lead
over the Liberals.
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Regional Results
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Not only have vote intentions tightened but so too has the expected outcome of the election. A
rising number of people believe the Conservatives may win the next election, with 34%
predicting a Liberal win and 33% see the Tories coming out on top. In August 2014, 39% of
Canadians believed the Liberals would win compared to only 25% who thought the

Conservatives would win the next election.
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Along with rising anxiety about the economy, there has been a slight softening of comfort with
the direction of the country, which had been rising over the preceding months. And today, 25%
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say the government deserves to be elected, while 36% say it deserves to be replaced, with 30%
“somewhere in between”.
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Leaders Impressions

In recent months we had been seeing improvement in Stephen Harper's reputation. In the
latest month'’s data, that trend has paused. 34% have a positive view of the PM, while 40% are
negative. For Thomas Mulcair, numbers are stable with 29% positive, and 19% negative. For
Justin Trudeau, negative opinions have risen over the period from November and positive
opinions have declined. He currently finds 34% positive and 31% negative.
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The Upshot
According to Abacus Chairman Bruce Anderson:

The results confirm that as the country moved into an election year, the race to win the
confidence of the country is tightening. The question of how Canada should participate in the
fight with ISIL has been a challenging one for Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau. While his personal
numbers remain better than those of the PM, his advantage has been shaved.

Mr. Harper’s competitive position improved through the last half of last year as confidence in the
direction of the country rose. The latest numbers suggest that this momentum has paused, at
least for the moment.

Nevertheless the overall picture continues to be largely a story of the Conservative Party looking
more competitive with the Liberals. The NDP support level in Quebec remains good, but they
face a continued challenge in Ontario, where they are 15 points behind the Liberals.

According to Abacus CEO David Coletto:

Over the past five months we have seen the horse race between the Liberals and Conservatives
tighten even as anxiety over the economy rises and fewer Canadians feel good about the
direction of the country. But more instructive has been the shift in expectations about who will
win the next election. Only five months ago, the Liberals had a 13-point lead over the
Conservatives. Today, the gap is all but gone.

The Conservatives have pulled even with the Liberals largely due to the party's success at
rebuilding much of the coalition that elected them in 2011. This month, 86% of those who
voted Conservative in 2011 say they would vote Conservative if an election was held today.



